THE FOURTH GRADE IS READY TO COOK      87
The group decided that it was best to wear clean cotton blouses
and dresses in the laboratory.
The fourth day: Each "family" group carries out its plan. In a
group conference around the circle, small unit groups of four or
five children were formed. Each chose a leader and made up
plans for working. Jobs included preparing the vegetables, meas-
uring them and the fat in which to brown them, overseeing the
cooking, setting the table, acting as host at the table, washing
dishes, drying them, and making the unit tidy after everything
was put awky. The preliminary planning required a quarter of an
hour, after which the group moved into the homemaking room
and the soup was made. The chief part played by the teachers
was to remind the children of the passing of time (the kitchen had
no clock), and to help decide when the soup was done. The
leader in each group was responsible for seeing that each person
was busy at his task, and, at the same time, for keeping busy at
his own jobs.
The fifth day: The group evaluates the experiences. The cost
of the soup was estimated from record's of the purchase of the
foods as a part of the arithmetic lesson. When the group met
to talk about what Tiad happened in the laboratory, the children
said tlfey had had a good time and that the soup was very good.
One group thought * that the vegetables in their soup might have
been cut smaller, another that .theirs might have had more salt.
All groups thought that" tlie time they had taken for preparing
the vegetables was too long so that they did not have enough time
for enjoying the meal together. Comments of their classmates
showed certain children that they might have cooperated better.
A teacher commented that this was another place where the
"sharing" they had been striving for could be practiced, A teacher
suggested also that another time they might have a more real
family if the "host" and "hostess'' would see that the others in
the group were seated and served before they ate. Each group
decided that more detailed planning and knowing what each was
to do when going to the laboratory was desirable. All the children
wished to prepare an entire meal soon.
The sixth day: The next step is to plan the meal. Janet sug-
gested that the class cook their own lunch some day instead of
eating it in the cafeteria- About two thirds of the class proved
to be eating at the cafeteria at that time, but the others thought